ESSEX COUNTY BOARD OF TAXATION

BOARD MEETING

AGENDA

Wednesday, June 6, 2018
THIS MEETING IS CALLED PURSUANT TO THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT, ADEQUATE NOTICE OF WHICH HAS BEEN PROVIDED TO THE NEWARK STAR LEDGER, A LOCAL NEWSPAPER AND SUCH NOTICE HAVING BEEN POSTED IN THE ESSEX COUNTY BOARD OF TAXATION.

1. ROLL CALL


2. Approval of  May 2018 Board Minutes 
3. 2018 Appeal Hearings Extension Request - Approved



4. Status of Deeds

5. Status of  Appeals

6. Status of Revaluations 2019 Belleville, 2021 Nutley
7. Update of Revaluations 2019 Glen Ridge and Verona, 2020 Bloomfield, Fairfield, Livingston and Roseland

8. Motion to approve judgments rendered in May including and up to June 6th
9. Proposed Revaluations: Cedar Grove, East Orange, Irvington, Newark, North Caldwell, Orange, West Caldwell and West Orange

10. Newark  Assessor Vacancy
11. Thomas Small Resolution 
12. New Business

13. Public Speakers
14. Adjournment   
COMMISSIONERS


PRESENT

ABSENT
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DEFURIA




          

                 

GRODMAN
                                               

       
JOHNSON
                                                            


       








LINARES  




       

                                    
MATARAZZO


       

       
ADMIN. DURKIN                                              


            


 
                                                                                                                
**Agenda can be amended at any time prior to meeting**
A meeting of the Essex County Board of Taxation was held on Wednesday, June 6, 2018 at 9:15 a.m. at its office located at 50 South Clinton Street, Suite 5200, East Orange, New Jersey. 

1.
ROLL CALL
Upon roll call, the following members were present: President O’Brien, Commissioners DeFuria, Grodman, Johnson, Linares, Matarazzo and Administrator Durkin.

2.
Approval of May 2018 Board Minutes 

Motion to approve minutes made by Commissioner Grodman, seconded by Commissioner Matarazzo, all in favor motion passed.

3.
2018 Appeal Hearings Extension Request - Approved

Division of Taxation approved extension to 7/31/18 for all appeals to be heard and judgments issued. 
4.
Status of Deeds 
As of 5/26/18, 15,413 deeds have been processed, approximately 900 more than the same period of last year.
5.
Status of Appeals

June hearings have all been scheduled.  One more hearing date to be added for Montclair and cleanup dates to be scheduled for South Orange and Millburn.  A June 29th conference call will be scheduled to approve the judgments for June.  Kenya Kourkoulis will contact Commissioners with time of telephone conference.  
6.
Status of Revaluations 2019 Belleville, 2021 Nutley

Belleville Tax Assessor Kevin Esposito reported by mail that 4,800 residential, 511 commercial and exempt properties have been inspected.  Photos have been taken and hearings are scheduled by appointment on Saturdays.
Nutley Tax Assessor Edmund Brown reported by mail that the 2021 revaluation is on schedule according to the new dates submitted to the Board.
7.
Update of Revaluations 2019 Glen Ridge and Verona, 2020      
Bloomfield, Fairfield, Livingston and Roseland

George Librizzi, Tax Assessor for Glen Ridge and Verona reported that Glen Ridge – on schedule Further Statements have been mailed, clean up inspections are being scheduled and hearings will be set up.  Verona is on schedule, clean up inspections are being scheduled and permits are being reviewed for added assessments.  

Bloomfield Tax Assessor Joseph Pisauro reported that the revaluation is moving along he must add BSR updated form to the RFP.  The tax maps will be forwarded to the State by mid-July and the RFP will be published by next week.  Administrator Durkin stressed that the RFP must be published next week.

Fairfield Tax Assessor Michael Leposky reported that the governing body of Fairfield wants to wait until August to advertise the RFP, President O’Brien asked why and Administrator Durkin responded that they need to advertise this month.  Administrator Durkin wants to hear from the Business Administrator and wants a letter sent to the Board regarding this matter.

Livingston Tax Assessor Lidia Dumytsch, reported that the Revaluation contract was awarded to ASI and submitted a copy of the Livingston Resolution. 

Roseland Tax Assessor Kevin Esposito reported by mail that the RFP will be advertised this month and the contract will be awarded this summer.  Roseland is still working on tax map revisions. 

8. 
Motion to Approve Judgments Rendered in May Including and Up to 
June 6, 2018

Motion to approve judgments made by Commissioner DeFuria, seconded by Commissioner Grodman.  Motion passed.  
      9.
 Proposed Revaluations: Cedar Grove, East Orange, Irvington, 
Newark, North Caldwell, Orange, West Caldwell and West Orange

Administrator Durkin stated that these are the last eight towns to be scheduled for revaluation.  All other towns in Essex are under orders out to 2021.  These eight have had revaluations since 2010, however some with revaluations since 2013 and 2014 have been in trouble.  No definite date decisions will be made until the September meeting but all towns should submit their tax maps to Trenton.  Tax map approval is only good for two years. 

Cedar Grove Tax Assessor Richard Hamilton stated how well his town was doing with regard to reductions in assessments at the County and State level.  He has been doing compliance plans since 2010.  Administrator Durkin stated that all Tax Assessors should have a good working relationship with the Building Department.  Hamilton also added that it is also important to have a good relationship with the Planning Board.  He said the Tax Maps need work and the surveyor is already working on new projects.  Administrator Durkin asked what year he thought Cedar Grove could complete revaluation. Hamilton said 2022.
East Orange Councilman Romal Bullock and Business Administrator Solomon Steplight appeared on behalf of the City.  Administrator Durkin stated that East Orange was not in good shape with its relevant coefficient and ratio.  She went on to say that, Irvington had good numbers while Newark, Orange and East Orange had numbers outside the range.  Commissioner Matarazzo asked why not a reassessment as opposed to a revaluation.  Councilman Bullock stated that after the last revaluation the coefficient was 40% and went on to give his theory as to why larger urban areas have a high coefficient after revaluation.  He doubted that revaluation would solve this problem.  B.A. Steplight commented on all the new development in East Orange.  Administrator Durkin asked what year he thought East Orange could complete revaluation.  Steplight replied 2021 or 2022.  Administrator asked about the tax maps and neither Bullock nor Steplight had any knowledge about the condition of the maps.  Administrator Durkin stated the maps should be forwarded to Trenton for review. 
Irvington Tax Assessor Sylvia Forbes reiterated that Irvington’s coefficient and ratio were very good compared to the other towns.  Mayor Tony Vauss was in attendance and complimented both Sylvia and her assistant Bruce McClamb for their work.  Administrator Durkin expressed her concerns regarding building permits and the staffing in the Building Department.  Mayor Vauss stated that they had recently hired four new employees. Irvington’s last revaluation was in 2014 and Forbes said she was on top of things and the tax maps are in good shape.  Administrator Durkin wants the tax maps forwarded to Trenton so corrections, if any, can be made.  She asked when could Irvington complete a revaluation and Mayor Vauss replied 2024.  Commissioner Matarazzo added that according to County Power Rankings prepared by the Otteau Group, Essex County was rated number two in the State and he attributed it to the good work being done by Administrator Durkin, the Commissioners and Tax Assessors in Essex.
Newark Tax Assessor Romal Bullock and Business Administrator Jack Kelly were in attendance.  Administrator Durkin stated that Newark was in the worst shape with its coefficient and ratio even though the city went through a revaluation in 2014.  She is concerned with the lack of staff in the Newark office and urged the B.A. to hire additional staff immediately.  There was a discussion to include language in the reval contract to address the high coefficient, that was also the case in East Orange after the last revaluation.  Administrator Durkin stated that the commercial properties needed new numbers.  She also advised the B.A. to hire a company to do the Added/Omitted assessments.  B.A. Kelly added that the market values for commercial and industrial properties were up and how development in the downtown area is improving the market values in that neighborhood.  Administrator Durkin addressed the backlog of deeds in Newark and in sending the tax maps to Trenton.  Newark has never had approval of their tax maps for prior revaluations and the State no longer issues conditional approval of tax maps because of Newark.  She suggested 2021 as a revaluation date but Bullock did not believe that was doable and that a 2023 date was more realistic.  Administrator Durkin stated the issue would be revisited in September. 
North Caldwell Tax Assessor George Librizzi appeared on behalf of North Caldwell.  Administrator Durkin stated that the town was in good shape.  Librizzi commented on the timing of a revaluation stating that the maps are a problem as well as the budget for a revaluation and the need for a bonding ordinance.  The process in his estimation could be upward of 6 months.  He stated 2020 or 2021 could be a possible timeline.  Librizzi also commented on how commercial and industrial sales should be eliminated from the ratio study because those properties are sold primarily on the income approach as opposed to the market value approach.  Administrator Durkin replied 2020 revaluation with maps to Trenton as soon as possible.  The issue will be revisited in September.

Orange Tax Assessor Aaron Wilson also commented on the high coefficient due to the disparity in values.  He stated that Orange was going through a massive renaissance and lots of permits have been issued.  He has received quotes on Tax Map maintenance and is reviewing.  He feels a 2023 date for revaluation is doable.  Administrator Durkin stated to send the tax maps to Trenton.

West Caldwell Tax Assessor Richard Hamilton stated that West Caldwell does not have an in-house Engineer or Surveyor to work on much needed updating of the tax maps.  He also had concerns on the negative effect that commercial and industrial property sales have on the ratio.  He discussed county and state tax appeals and the amount of new construction in town.  His ratable’s are in good shape and he sees 2024 as a suggested date for revaluation.  Administrator Durkin said to send tax maps to Trenton and the issue will be revisited in September.

West Orange Tax Assessor Kevin Dillon addressed the issue of real estate flippers, development and redevelopment on the Main Street area with phase II town homes approximately 400 and the rehabilitation of Essex Green as all having effect on values in the township.  He suggested 2023 as the revaluation year and stated that the tax maps are in good shape.  Administrator Durkin said she would give thought to the 2023 date and to send tax maps to Trenton.
10. Newark Assessor Vacancy

Business Administrator Kelly said that an ad was placed in the League Magazine for the position of Newark Tax Assessor due to the resignation of Romal Bullock.  He also is asking the Division of Taxation for a list of Certified Tax Assessors so a letter addressing the vacancy will be sent to all.  Salary was an issue with Administrator Durkin and Kelly replied that it would be based on experience.
11. Thomas Small Resolution 

President O’Brien read a resolution prepared for Thomas Small on his retirement from the position of East Orange Tax Assessor.

Administrator Durkin asked that former Commissioner Thomas Gartland and Real Estate Appraiser Robert Goldberg who recently passed away be remembered.

12.
 New Business 

None

13. Public Speakers

None

14. Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 11:00 AM

Respectfully Submitted,

Joan Codey Durkin
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